Twitter & Your
PLN

Ray Leftridge
Computer Technology Teacher
Oakwood Adventist Academy

rleftridge @oakwood.edu
256-701-4550 M g
Twitter@raylefti & Cwitter

Wed, August 8, 2012 NAD Teacherdos Co



Objectives

C Share some Background about Twitter
C Describe the Benefits of Using Twitter

C How to Use Twitter to Develop a PLN
(Personal Learning Network)

C How to Expand the Uses of Twitter as an
Educator



Some Interesting Historical Facts About

Twitter

2006

While sitting in a park on a children’s
slide and eating Mexican food, Jack
Dorsey introduces the idea of using an
SMS service to communicate with a

small group. 2006

Developers initially consider "10958"
as an SMS short code, but later change
itto "30404" for "ease of use and memorability.”

Twitter is originally called twttr inspired
by Flickr and the five character
length of American SMS short codes.

March 21,2006, 9:50 PM Pacific Standard Time (PST)
Jack Dorsey publishes the first Twitter message
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WIKIPEDIA

The Free Encyclopedia

Twitter is an online and service that enables its
users to send and read textased messages of up 310 > known as 'tweets".

It was created in March2006 by and launched that July. The service rapidly
gained worldwide popularity, with over users as o012 generating over
340 million tweets daily and handling overl.6 per day. Since its
launch, Twitter has become one of the toft0 most visited websites on the Internet, and he
been described as "the VIS of the Unregistered users can read tweets, whils

registered users can post tweets through the website interface, SMS, or a rangapffor
mobile devices.
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Twitter is the ability to mircoblog in a
140 characters (Tweets) Iin a texting
format.



Benefits of Twitter

A24/7 Professional Development
ACollaborate with other Great Educators

A
A
A

-Ind great resources to share with others
Read articles that have been shared

~ind new blogs to add to Google Reader

AGet almost instant feedback/help
AParticipate in weekly scheduled chats



Your Thoughts

n _Adventist Education @AdventistEdu

# % Carlton Byrd - Attain excellence by preparing
yourselves so you can prepare your
students. #journeytoexcellence

g\}‘e Jodd @ ToddWhitaker

Truth o@chrislebrun: "Twitter is the best free professional
development teachers can
use" @toddwhitaker #guote#journeytoexcellenceo6
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Concluding Benefits of Twitter

x Twitter is a powerful tool for educators

x Twitter Is a tool to receive professional developmentg

x Twitter Is a tool to collaborate with other professionals in
our field.

x Twitter Is a tool to help keep educators wo-date and
Informed on educational issues and teaching methodologies

x Twitter Is a tool that develops PersonallL earning N etwork
which allows a group of experts and colleagues to exchange
professional information on aregular basis



How do you start to build/grow your
PLN on Twitter?

Join Twitter.com

x Go to http://twitter.com/ and sign up:

twitter¥

Follow your interests

Instant updates from your friends, industry experts, favorite
celebrities, and what’s happening around the world.

x Complete your profile with as much professional
Information as you can

< Let people know something about yourself


http://twitter.com/

Find People

x Use theoWho to Follow 0 search features to find people with
similar interests

twitter¥  Seach €, Home Profle Messag.s Who To Follow ’

Who to follow

View Suggestions Browse Interests  Find Friends

Browse Interests
i

Twitter accounts suggesta d on who you follow and more.

x  Search for people that you already read (journal articles, blogs, etc.)
Look at beginning & end of articles for author8twitter accounts:

x  @kathyschrock (@ preceding a username = a person / company to follow on Twitter)
x  Find on a list

X See at an educational conference



Building Your PLN

x Begin receiving tips & resource links within
your own Twitter ofeedd or otimelineo:



