
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                  
 
 
 
 

 

Tools for a Successful  
First Year of Teaching  

 
 

Mrs. Jimenez 



True Education 
True education means more than the pursue of a certain 
course of study. It means more than a preparation for the 
life that now is. It has to do with the whole being, and 
with the whole period of existence possible to man. It is 
the harmonious development of the physical, the mental, 

and the spiritual powers. It prepares the student for the joy 
of service in this world and for the higher joy of 

wider service in the world to come. (Education, p. 13) 

 



We are ready! 
$gf_jYlmdYlagfk½ :gm Yj] ^afYddq Y l]Y[`]j½ *lÂk Y \j]Ye [ge] ljm]º * 

j]e]eZ]j l`gk] \Yqk n]jq o]ddº * Ydegkl \a\fÂl Z]da]n] al oYk j]Yd 

until I walked into my first classroom and saw those empty walls 

and piled up furniture staring back at me. You will certainly get 

lots of advice from lots of people. Remember that in the end, this is 

your classroom--l`] [dYkkjgge qgmÂn] oYfl]\ ^gj kg dgf_º 5`]j]ók 

no doubt about it. Beginning the school year in a strange 

environment filled with new faces, unfamiliar procedures, and 

unknown pitfalls can be a scary prospect. You're the teacher, 

however, and you can "never let 'em k]] qgm ko]YlºÄ  
 

 

 

 



 
Planning for the Year ¿ part I 

 ÁAnnual Plans.  

 

ÁUnit Plans.  

 

ÁMonthly Overview.  

 

ÁWeekly Overview.  

 

ÁHomework Folder. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Planning for The Year ¿ Part II 
ÁE-mails. $gflY[l l`] k][j]lYjq lg _Yl`]j Ydd qgmj hYj]flkÂ ]-

mails. Each Monday send an email with the Weekly Overview in 

a pdf format, including reminders and a quote. Get as well your 

klm\]flÂk Y\\j]kk]k lg k]f\ l`]e Y kaehd] Yf\ k`gjl d]ll]j oal` Y 

warm welcome to your classroom. 

ÁField Trips. Few, but extremely connected to the curriculum. 

Not always the same field trips every year and have one just for 

fun. 

 

 



Planning for the Year ¿ Part III 
Á5]Y[`]jÂk 8]Zº Just 35 dollars annually. 

 

 

Á5]Y[`]jÂk #af\]j %anakagfkº School, Conference, Union, 
Newsletters, Evaluations, Calendars, etc. 

ÁGrading. Plan the weight for tests, quizzes, projects, class work, 
homework, etc. 

ÁGet to know your School. 1gda[a]k· 4lm\]flkÂ `Yf\Zggck 
(nails), Science Fair, Special Programs, Trash, Before and After 
School Supervision, Worship, etc. 

 



 
Decorating Our Classroom 

 ÁTheme. Traveling, Garden, Beach, etc. Attach everything to the Theme like Road to 

4m[[]kk· %ak[ahdaf]· Zmdd]laf ZgYj\k· 5]Y[`]jÂk 8]Z· ]l[º 

ÁStart a Ã$dYkk $gdd][lagfÄ and decide on which topics your students want to 

Ã#][ge] &ph]jlkÄ 

Á#mdd]lafÂk #gYj\k Zq Children. Leave a bulletin board empty and take 

turns to decorate it according to a unit coming ahead. 

ÁPride Wall. Consider having a spot on one  of the for walls,                                         

or even in the hallway to  put what each child considers                                                   
his/her best class work. 

ÁMystery Box. Be a  Reflective Teacher. 

 

 

 

 



Decorating Our Classroom ¿ Part II 
ÁHave a Pet. Fish or Bird, watch out for allergies and odors. 

ÁMail Box. Have a pretty mail box from Target  to be filled                      

by your students open to suggestions.  Cones and Donuts.  

ÁWorship Schedule. Do a few worships using                                                         

visual and hands-on activities with a relevant meaning                          
for their age and teach them how to conduct them. 

ÁJobs. For more than a week in smaller classrooms!  

ÁKeep it clean at all times.  

ÁYour Desk. Your studentsÂ desks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
First Day of School 

 Á Rest o]dd l`] fa_`l Z]^gj]º -]Yn] qgmj [dYkkjgge ]Yjdq l`] \Yq Z]^gj]º Ãqgm oadd \g Yk o]dd as your 

dYkl _gg\ fa_`lÂk kd]]hÄ 

Á Our Voice, Our Face, Our Look. There are no second chances at first impression. 

Á Setting: Circle facing us, rows, group of five or six, etc. At the end of the school year or even 

around Christmas, let them choose and where to seat and you will be surprised. 

Á Sitting. Wait for them outside, not by your desk, with creatures, places or whatever goes along 

with your theme, so they can look for their desks alone, instead looking for their names.  

Á Coded folders. Green for Grammar, Blue for Math, Yellow for Science, etc. This helps the DL. 

Á Games. Search in Google some fun games to get to know each other, including us. Not so many 

games, because the school will meet at some point altogether and you need time to go over rules 

and unpacking!!! 

Á Introduce: Rules, Homework Folder, Daily Schedule, homework Policy, etc. 

Á Taking Work Home 



Routines 
ÁComing to the classroom in the morning 

ÁDesks before going to recess 

ÁClean floor (avoids accidents) 

ÁSharpening pencils 

ÁHomework folder 

ÁGoing to the bathroom 

ÁLining up, taking turns (boys, girls; by grades.) 

ÁLearning centers 

 



Classroom Management 
ÁIf you want to be successful in your classroom management, 

^gddgo (g\Âk *fkljm[lagfk½ :gm ogfÂl ^Yad· l`]q Yj] ^gmf\ af l`] 

Bible and CHILD GUIDANCE, as well in all the books about 

Education from EGW. 

Á%g l`] mf]ph][l]\º %gfÂl ]eZYjjYkk l`]eº 

ÁFind the cause before punishing them. 

ÁHave a system, so they know what to expect. 



Poem: Our Class Rules 
 

We raise our hands to speak, 
And work quietly at our seats. 
We keep hands to ourselves,  

And use voices soft and sweet. 
We are helpful to our friends,  
And we keep our places neat. 


