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Are you ready?  Hold On!
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Today’s Students

Online 3 -5 hours 
per day.
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97% play video games

50% played yesterday

Today’s Students
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Today’s Students

Accustomed to high 
level of empowerment
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Today’s Students

Live in a world with 
lots of content to 

choose from.
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Today’s 
Students

Are active learners
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Today’s 
Students

Are active builders
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How Millennials Learn
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According to their website, Edmodo is “a 
private social platform for students and 
teachers to share ideas, files, events and 
assignments.”  According to my students, 
Edmodo is a lot like Facebook for school 

(except it is unblocked!). 
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The process to sign up is easy and painless, and within 2 minutes you have created a class 
and have been given a code for your students (and only your students) to enter so they can 
enroll in the class you have created.  From there you can send links, alerts, files, and 
assignments to all the students enrolled in the class.  
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Main reasons to use Edmodo

Ease of use - Edmodo is one of the easiest 
learning applications I have ever used.  The 
students are familiar with the layout because 
yeah, it is a lot like Facebook and they can 
Facebook in their sleep. 

From a teacher’s perspective organizing and 
publishing  is also pretty easy.
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Main reasons to use Edmodo

Ability to stay connected with students - 
From snow days, swine flu, extended 
absences, or just attending to a conference 
teachers are able to always connected with 
their students and give them new homework 
or remind them of homework that is due, or 
other upcoming events.
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Main reasons to use Edmodo

It’s mobile - Students can sign up 
to have alerts, notifications, links, 

or events sent directly to their 
cellphones.  Also, Edmodo has a 
great interactive mobile site for 

iPhones and Droids.
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Main reasons to use Edmodo

It collaborative - Students are 
able to post on the main message 

board for the entire class and 
have discussion about upcoming 
tests, assignments, readings, 

etc.
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Main reasons to use Edmodo

It’s private - Since you need an access code 
to sign up for the class, if you do not have 
one of those codes, you cannot participate in 
the class.  This high standard of privacy has 
given me (and my administrators) great piece 
of mind and allowed for more leeway with 
allowing more social networking for classes.
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Equipment Needed:

All you need to use Edmodo is a computer connected 
to the internet.  You will need an email address to 
sign up for a teacher account.  Students do not 
need an email address.

Communication and collaboration in and out of 
school is important.  All teachers need to be able to 
share content, resources, and assignments with 
students and parents in all curriculum areas.
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Overview:

http://sites.fcps.org/trt/edmodo
 
Use In the Classroom . . .

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Arrkhm_v2uo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ferKPD29DwA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qU6LMt9Ieyc&feature=related
 
Tutorials:

Instructions for Teachers – Part 1 - http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=x0f9Syv8yCI
Instructions for Teachers – Part 2 - http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=0xu3R5JrZqI
Instructions for Teachers – Part 3 - http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=BILtGaDe3qA
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Twiducate is an excellent tool to introduce younger students to social 
networking. It is controlled, private and secure. If your goal is to 
introduce your students to social networking, to allow them a safe space 
to chat and ask questions, and to have a few extra benefits like sharing 
due dates and important web links, 
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Teacher control is at the 
center of Twiducate. 

Teachers select student 
usernames and 

passwords. 

Students do not have to 
enter any personal 

information (an email 
address) to gain access 

to Twiducate. 

This is especially good 
for younger students who 

are still learning about 
online safety and privacy
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Twiducate is a tool that will be beneficial to you 
and your class. However, if your goal is connect to 

the outside world, allow students to make 
connections to experts and learn more about global 

events, Twitter will serve you a bit better.
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http://www.glogster.com/
http://www.glogster.com/
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Start by creating a Glog together as a class to try 
out the tools (don't forget to name it). Keep it 
simple or add all the bells and whistles.  Preview as 
you work or return later to complete and publish 
your Glog. 

Add ready-made graphics, images from files on your 
computer or by URL on the web, links (hyperlinked 
from text or other objects), text boxes or bubbles, 
backgrounds ("walls"), animated graphics ("vinyl and 
toys"), recorded audio, embedded video from 
SchoolTube or TeacherTube, uploaded media file, 
and much more. You can also "grab" video or audio 
from your computer's webcam and mike. Wednesday, August 8, 12
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Possible Uses for Glogster
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Possible Uses for Glogster
Create "visual 
essays;" digital 

biodiversity logs (with 
digital pictures 

students take); online 
literary magazines; 

personal reflections in 
images and text; 
research project 
presentations; 

comparisons of online 
content, such as 

political candidates' 
sites or content sites 

used in research 
(compared for bias).
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Possible Uses for Glogster
Create "visual 
essays;" digital 

biodiversity logs (with 
digital pictures 

students take); online 
literary magazines; 

personal reflections in 
images and text; 
research project 
presentations; 

comparisons of online 
content, such as 

political candidates' 
sites or content sites 

used in research 
(compared for bias).

Documenting science 
experiments or illustrating 

concepts, such as the water 
cycle;  "Visual" lab reports.
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Possible Uses for Glogster
Create "visual 
essays;" digital 

biodiversity logs (with 
digital pictures 

students take); online 
literary magazines; 

personal reflections in 
images and text; 
research project 
presentations; 

comparisons of online 
content, such as 

political candidates' 
sites or content sites 

used in research 
(compared for bias).

Documenting science 
experiments or illustrating 

concepts, such as the water 
cycle;  "Visual" lab reports.

Digital scrapbooks using 
images from the public 
domain and video and 

audio clips from a time 
in history -- such as 
the Roaring Twenties; 
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After a first project where 
you possibly suggest “building 
blocks,” the sky is the limit 
on what they can do. Even 
the very young can make 

suggestions as you "create" a 
whole-class Glog together 

using an interactive 
whiteboard. 
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After a first project where 
you possibly suggest “building 
blocks,” the sky is the limit 
on what they can do. Even 
the very young can make 

suggestions as you "create" a 
whole-class Glog together 

using an interactive 
whiteboard. 

Consider making a 
new project for each 

unit you teach so 
students can “recap” 
by visiting the Glog 
long after the unit 

ends. 
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Have upper elementary or middle 
school students create“Glogs for 
understanding” for “little buddies” 

two or three grades lower.

After a first project where 
you possibly suggest “building 
blocks,” the sky is the limit 
on what they can do. Even 
the very young can make 

suggestions as you "create" a 
whole-class Glog together 

using an interactive 
whiteboard. 

Consider making a 
new project for each 

unit you teach so 
students can “recap” 
by visiting the Glog 
long after the unit 

ends. 
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Detailed Tutorial - http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=80NISdsoouE

Classroom use – better than a poster - http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=80NISdsoouE
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Short Introduction
http://vimeo.com/1230441

Wednesday, August 8, 12

http://vimeo.com/1230441
http://vimeo.com/1230441


http://bubbl.us
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http://www.livebinders.com/edit/index/334998
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Livebinders offers 
teachers a convenient 

online location for their 
students find 

information during and 
after school. Examples 

include: resources 
placed in a binder help 

students complete 
homework assignments, 

complete research, 
review project rubrics, 
listen podcasts, and 
student homework 

submission.Wednesday, August 8, 12



Livebinders offers 
teachers a convenient 

online location for their 
students find 

information during and 
after school. Examples 

include: resources 
placed in a binder help 

students complete 
homework assignments, 

complete research, 
review project rubrics, 
listen podcasts, and 
student homework 

submission.

Another advantage of 
LiveBinders for teachers is the 
update features designed in 

each binder. The design offers 
educators the ability to rapidly 

update information in any 
lesson, unit, or project as new 

information or procedures 
become available. Also, there 
are no design or layout issues 

to contend with because 
everything uploaded to the 

binder is organized in tabs and 
sub-tabs.
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The tabs and sub-tab, 
similar to pages in a book, 
organize information and 
resources for ease of 

students access. Labeling 
these tabs and sub-tabs is 
straight forward process.
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Additional design 
features allow teachers 
to upload resources in 
the form of PDFs, 

images, presentations, 
videos, podcasts, 

documents, and more to 
a binder. Also, if links 
are desired to online 
resources, all that is 
needed is to create a 
special tab for these 

links.

The tabs and sub-tab, 
similar to pages in a book, 
organize information and 
resources for ease of 

students access. Labeling 
these tabs and sub-tabs is 
straight forward process.
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Kidblog is built by teachers, for teachers, so students 
can get the most out of the blogging process.
 
Kidblog meets the need for a safe and simple blogging 
platform suitable for elementary and middle school 
students. Most importantly, Kidblog allows teachers to 
monitor and control all publishing activity within the 
classroom blogging community.
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Kidblog is Safe:

• Kidblog's advanced privacy features put safety first.
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Kidblog is Safe:

• Kidblog's advanced privacy features put safety first.
• Teachers have administrative control over all student 

blogs and student accounts.
• Your students' blogs are private by default - viewable 

only by classmates and the teacher.
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Kidblog is Safe:

• Kidblog's advanced privacy features put safety first.
• Teachers have administrative control over all student 

blogs and student accounts.
• Your students' blogs are private by default - viewable 

only by classmates and the teacher.
• For "semi-public" blogs, set up guest (e.g. parent) 

accounts that require a password to view students' 
posts/comments.

• Comment privacy settings block unsolicited comments 
from outside sources.
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Kidblog is Safe:

• Kidblog's advanced privacy features put safety first.
• Teachers have administrative control over all student 

blogs and student accounts.
• Your students' blogs are private by default - viewable 

only by classmates and the teacher.
• For "semi-public" blogs, set up guest (e.g. parent) 

accounts that require a password to view students' 
posts/comments.

• Comment privacy settings block unsolicited comments 
from outside sources.

• Kidblog does not collect any personal information from 
teachers or students.
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Kidblog is Simple:

• Kidblog helps your students focus on what's important: 
No advertising of any kind.
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Kidblog is Simple:

• Kidblog helps your students focus on what's important: 
No advertising of any kind.

• Simple login menus allow students to select their name 
from a list of students in the class, eliminating the 
need to memorize usernames.

• Clutter-free design means your students will spend less 
time fussing with widgets/options and more time 
publishing.
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Kidblog is Simple:

• Kidblog helps your students focus on what's important: 
No advertising of any kind.

• Simple login menus allow students to select their name 
from a list of students in the class, eliminating the 
need to memorize usernames.

• Clutter-free design means your students will spend less 
time fussing with widgets/options and more time 
publishing.

• Central blog directory and simple navigation links make 
it easy for students to find classmates' blogs.
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Kidblog in the Classroom:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=JEs5VMdcExY&feature=related

http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=v8213FF2JCE&feature=related
 
Tutorial:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UKhMeHcCG_8
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http://wallwisher.com/
 
Wallwisher is an Internet application that 
allows you to post thoughts about a topic, 
messages, answers to questions, etc.
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Collect Ideas for Exploration

• Create a Wallwisher with the title of the themed work.
• Allow open editing
• Work as individuals or class
• Embed into Learning Platform
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Collect Ideas for Exploration

• Create a Wallwisher with the title of the themed work.
• Allow open editing
• Work as individuals or class
• Embed into Learning Platform
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Giving Out Assignments

An easy way to post the links for the parents to see what the students 
are doing in the classroom.
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Pupil Theme Evaluation

Give questions for pupils to post feedback, evaluating a theme/topic.  
E.g. What did you enjoy / not enjoy? What would you like to do differently?
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Let Students Showcase Their Work

Because Wallwisher can play embedded media from linked URLs, it can be a great 
way to collate in one place different types of work students have done.
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Environmental Pledges

Following “Going Green Week”, use the wall to make commitments to the 
environment.
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International Greetings

For the European Day of Languages we asked as many people as we knew to add a 
greeting in their own languages.

Wednesday, August 8, 12



Summarizing Student Learning

For asocial studies unit on Christianity, students researched some of the miracles 
and parables of Jesus and summarized them on WallWisher.
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Happy Fathers’ Day

Create a wall for pupils to post their special messages for Dads on Fathers’ Day. You 
could start the messages off with ‘My Dad is the best Dad because…’ 
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Fast Food- Collecting Statements 
Use it on a video or topic they will have to discuss.  Once they've finished, 2 
students  take my place and make a stack of the arguments, then pick one sticky 
after the other and discuss with the class where to place it to get stacks of similar 
arguments. This makes it much easier for the class to write a composition, as they 
already have collected the arguments.
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Create Honor Walls

For Veterans Day 5th 
grade students added the 
name of a Veteran they 
know to our Veterans 

Honor Wall.  This could be 
easily adapted for other 

similar activities.
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Create Honor Walls

For Veterans Day 5th 
grade students added the 
name of a Veteran they 
know to our Veterans 

Honor Wall.  This could be 
easily adapted for other 

similar activities.

Review of the Year
Use Wallwisher with my class 

for a review of 2012 and 
saying what they want to 

achieve in 2013. 
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Fakebook allows teachers and 
students to create imaginary 

profile pages for study 
purposes.
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Using Fakebook in Science:
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Using Fakebook in Science:

• Students can pretend they are a famous scientist 
and explain a particular finding or experiment from 
that persons perspective.
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Using Fakebook in Science:

• Students can pretend they are a famous scientist 
and explain a particular finding or experiment from 
that persons perspective.

• Students can be a certain chemical in a compound 
and explain, from the chemical’s viewpoint, what 
happens when mixed with other chemicals. This one 
will really stretch the mind of the students and 
probably the teacher.
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Using Fakebook in Science:

• Students can pretend they are a famous scientist 
and explain a particular finding or experiment from 
that persons perspective.

• Students can be a certain chemical in a compound 
and explain, from the chemical’s viewpoint, what 
happens when mixed with other chemicals. This one 
will really stretch the mind of the students and 
probably the teacher.

• Have a student write from the perspective of an 
earthquake, a tornado, or a tsunami. This may sound 
silly, but it will show the teacher whether or not 
the student understands a concept.
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Using Fakebook in Social Studies:

• Students could act as historical figures. This 
activity has great potential. Students could be a 
civil war general, a ruler in ancient China,  or 
slave on a ship crossing the Atlantic ocean.
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Using Fakebook in Social Studies:

• Students could act as historical figures. This 
activity has great potential. Students could be a 
civil war general, a ruler in ancient China,  or 
slave on a ship crossing the Atlantic ocean.

• Students could be a country and explain what the 
people within the country are doing.
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Using Fakebook in Social Studies:

• Students could act as historical figures. This 
activity has great potential. Students could be a 
civil war general, a ruler in ancient China,  or 
slave on a ship crossing the Atlantic ocean.

• Students could be a country and explain what the 
people within the country are doing.

• This one will test the student mind for sure. 
Have them be a rock on a hill overlooking a valley. 
Explain what is happening there as it is settled 
by the people. Maybe a rock along the Oregon 
trail, or on the coast near Cape Horn.

Wednesday, August 8, 12



Using Fakebook in Language Arts:

• Students can write from the perspective of 
characters in a story.
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Using Fakebook in Language Arts:

• Students can write from the perspective of 
characters in a story.

• The RAFT (Role, Audience, Format, Topic) 
concept can be used here to have great 
potential in the English classroom. Instead of 
being a character in a story, maybe the 
students can write from the perspective of a 
fly on the wall, or a chair in the room, or the 
family cat.
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Using Fakebook in Language Arts:

• Students can write from the perspective of 
characters in a story.

• The RAFT (Role, Audience, Format, Topic) 
concept can be used here to have great 
potential in the English classroom. Instead of 
being a character in a story, maybe the 
students can write from the perspective of a 
fly on the wall, or a chair in the room, or the 
family cat.

• Students could be a comma and show how it is 
used in the comma’s own words. Again, this is a 
mind bender.
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Creating surveys 
or polls can help 

you identify 
students' likes 
and dislikes as 
well as adjust 

your activities to 
meet your 

learners' needs.
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SurveyMonkey may be used 
for the following purposes:
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• by students to create surveys themselves, then 
analyze the data

• to gather students' opinions on various topics

SurveyMonkey may be used 
for the following purposes:
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• by students to create surveys themselves, then 
analyze the data

• to gather students' opinions on various topics
• to create and document lists for events
• to assess teacher performance

SurveyMonkey may be used 
for the following purposes:
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• by students to create surveys themselves, then 
analyze the data

• to gather students' opinions on various topics
• to create and document lists for events
• to assess teacher performance
• assessing changes in instructional practice
• schedule a meeting or group project
• pre-test or pre-class survey
• post-class survey

SurveyMonkey may be used 
for the following purposes:

Wednesday, August 8, 12



• by students to create surveys themselves, then 
analyze the data

• to gather students' opinions on various topics
• to create and document lists for events
• to assess teacher performance
• assessing changes in instructional practice
• schedule a meeting or group project
• pre-test or pre-class survey
• post-class survey
• fits in well with K-W-H-L  strategy

SurveyMonkey may be used 
for the following purposes:
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Strengths
• Free to use.
• Text is stored on the web and is easily accessible from any computer.
• You can invite people to type with you.
• Up to 32 people can type on the same document at the same time.
• Real time collaboration.
• Each author has their own highlight color.
• Instantly updates.
• Changes can be easily undone.

Weaknesses
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Strengths
• Free to use.
• Text is stored on the web and is easily accessible from any computer.
• You can invite people to type with you.
• Up to 32 people can type on the same document at the same time.
• Real time collaboration.
• Each author has their own highlight color.
• Instantly updates.
• Changes can be easily undone.

Weaknesses
• There is no long term document storage.
• Pads that are unused for more than 7 days may be deleted.

Opportunities
• Students and/or Teachers can work together on notes, homework, 

brainstorming and more.

Ideas for the Classroom:
• Ideal for group projects as students map out roles, responsibilities, and game 

plan for project.
• Group notes on a class reading.
• Group brainstorms on definitions of key terms.
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What is the ePals Global Community?

Students in Kenya write to their 
ePals in Connecticut, USA
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What is the ePals Global Community?

The ePals Global 
Community is:
• The world's largest network of 

K-12 classrooms
• Committed to core concept of 

creating Global Citizens, Digital 
Citizens

• Safe and protected environment
• Free to classrooms worldwide

Students in Kenya write to their 
ePals in Connecticut, USA
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What is the ePals Global Community?

The ePals Global 
Community is:
• The world's largest network of 

K-12 classrooms
• Committed to core concept of 

creating Global Citizens, Digital 
Citizens

• Safe and protected environment
• Free to classrooms worldwide

Global Citizens, Digital 
Citizens

Authentic Learning
Global Awareness
Digital Literacy
Collaboration

Students in Kenya write to their 
ePals in Connecticut, USA
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ePals Global Citizens, Digital Citizens

Students use authentic activities to practice English. Measurements 
gathered are compared with those gathered by ePals around the world.
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ePals Global Citizens, Digital Citizens

ePals teacher Elena Babina of Russia and 

Students use authentic activities to practice English. Measurements 
gathered are compared with those gathered by ePals around the world.

Wednesday, August 8, 12



ePals Global Citizens, Digital Citizens

ePals teacher Elena Babina of Russia and 
her students measure up!

Students use authentic activities to practice English. Measurements 
gathered are compared with those gathered by ePals around the world.
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Who is the ePals Global Community?

Who belongs to the ePals Global 
Community?
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Who is the ePals Global Community?

Who belongs to the ePals Global 
Community?

• More than half a million 
educators

• Millions of students who 
speak 136 different 
languages

• Parents and homeschool 
families

• In 200 countries and 
territories
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What You Can Do with ePals?
On ePals, discover:
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What You Can Do with ePals?

• School-safe email, SchoolMail® with teacher 
monitoring

• Classroom Match, a tool to find collaborative 
partners 

• Email-based collaborative projects 
• Member-created projects – easy to replicate
• Forums for students, teachers and families
• Media galleries for uploading, sharing and viewing 

student work
• Students Speak contests and more!

ePals’ Mission: Support Learning through 
Collaborative Experiences

On ePals, discover:
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Teacher Testimonial
Jeff Horwitz, Missouri USA, 
2010 ePals Teacher Ambassador:  Winter Olympics Project
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Teacher Testimonial

My classroom has been completely 
transformed since becoming an ePals 
user in 2008. My students have a much 
broader view of the world; my 
classroom has become a place other 
educators can come to learn how to 
add global collaborations to their 
curriculum. Now my approach to 
teaching is to see how I can connect 
with classrooms around the world to 
further enrich my educational 
goals….Our 2nd grade curriculum is 
centered around community and 
endeavors to answer the question 
“What brings together?” ePals is the 
perfect tool to help my students learn 
about people and their communities by 
going directly to the source. 

Jeff Horwitz, Missouri USA, 
2010 ePals Teacher Ambassador:  Winter Olympics Project
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Teacher Testimonial
Marsha Goren, Petach Tikva, Israel
2010 ePals Teacher Ambassador: Globaldreamers Peace Project

http://www.epals.com/media/p/
230946.aspx.
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Teacher Testimonial

I signed up to ePals in 2002. . . I found 
some of the greatest educators in the 
world to join me from the global 
community in our work. What we have 
learned has impacted me so much as 
an educator and so much in my 
classroom. Words cannot describe. 
The learning is exciting. The children 
are motivated. They have learned 
technology skills and their English 
has improved beyond recognition. But 
above all they have become better 
citizens in a global community and 
care about other children. They have 
learned not to be biased about other 
children, not to be judgmental, but to 
accept children for who they are 
because they are children themselves. 

Marsha Goren, Petach Tikva, Israel
2010 ePals Teacher Ambassador: Globaldreamers Peace Project

http://www.epals.com/media/p/
230946.aspx.
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Teacher Testimonial
Bill Reilly, New York, USA, 
2010 ePals Teacher Ambassador: The Global Coalition
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Teacher Testimonial

I want to take this opportunity 
to thank ePals for the unique 
contribution that they provide 
for schools around the world. 
Without your teacher database 
and the free e-mail system that 
you offer, projects like our 
Global Coalition project would 
not function. Your internet 
platform allows students and 
teachers to help make our planet 
a more peaceful and 
understanding global 
community. For this I am forever 
grateful. (Member since 2000)

Bill Reilly, New York, USA, 
2010 ePals Teacher Ambassador: The Global Coalition
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• Pen-pal letters can offer many cross-curricular lessons and learning 
opportunities involving all subjects, including math, social studies, 
science, and technology.
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grammar and punctuation.

Wednesday, August 8, 12



• Pen-pal letters can offer many cross-curricular lessons and learning 
opportunities involving all subjects, including math, social studies, 
science, and technology.

• Pen-pal letters offer real-life hands-on experiences for students to use 
language. When writing their letters, students suddenly have an 
incentive to spell correctly, write in complete sentences, and use proper 
grammar and punctuation.

• Pen-pal letters offer many learning opportunities in social studies. By 
writing to a student from another part of the country or world, 
students can become aware of different cultures, religions, and 
languages.

Wednesday, August 8, 12



• Pen-pal letters can offer many cross-curricular lessons and learning 
opportunities involving all subjects, including math, social studies, 
science, and technology.

• Pen-pal letters offer real-life hands-on experiences for students to use 
language. When writing their letters, students suddenly have an 
incentive to spell correctly, write in complete sentences, and use proper 
grammar and punctuation.

• Pen-pal letters offer many learning opportunities in social studies. By 
writing to a student from another part of the country or world, 
students can become aware of different cultures, religions, and 
languages.

• The Internet and other computer resources present many learning 
opportunities for students. E-mail is another pen-pal option.
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    Quietube
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Quietube
Use quietube.com to get rid of the clutter & 
ads on YouTube.
http://quietube.com
 

Overview:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=A_ywMpAkziE&feature=related
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TubeChop:  Allows you to easily chop 
a funny or interesting section from any 
YouTube video and share it.
http://www.tubechop.com/
 

Tutorial:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Qvlqs8aj-Z0
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YouTube Downloaders:

http://www.pcworld.com/article/244289/
how_to_download_youtube_videos.html

http://www.extrimdownloadmanager.com/

http://clipnabber.com/
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Download Videos into MP3’s:  http://www.makeitmp3.com/
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Are you sick of posting URLs in emails only to have it break 
when sent causing the recipient to have to cut and paste it 
back together? Then you've come to the right place. By 
entering in a URL in the text field below, we will create a tiny 
URL that will not break in email postings and never expires.
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An Example:

Turn this URL:
http://www.amazon.com/Kindle-Wireless-Reading-Display-Globa lly/
dp/B003FSUDM4/ref=amb_link_353259562_2?pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIK 
X0DER&pf_rd_s=center-10&pf_rd_r=11EYKTN682A79T370AM3&pf
_rd_ t=201&pf_rd_p=1270985982&pf_rd_i=B002Y27P3M

into this 


TinyURL:   http://tinyurl.com/KindleWireless 
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