Incorporate these mouthwatering books and
activities into your watermelon studies.

After several oral readings (and singings!) of this irresistibie stary, invite
students to create their own hilarious rhyming questions. Then have each
child publish his favorite rhyme in a self-made watermeion pop-up card.

Writtan by Faffif _
yjustrated by N dine Bernarc:j Z\::stcott
crown Books For Young Rea s, 1068
Savor the rhythm and rhqusn e
lighttul picture-book interpretat_pf; of o ©
Fgafﬁ 's most popular Songs. waay e
friends—who five down by the ba r?;es
to one-up each other with &

of hilarious rhymes. _

To make a watermelon pop-up card:

1. Foldin half a 3" x 12" sheet of white construction paper and round the cor-
ners at the end opposite the fold.

2. Cut two 2-inch slits in the center of the foid about 1 1/2 inches apart. Cpen
the card and copy the chosen rhyme near the bottom of the card.

3. lllustrate the subject of the rhyme on a three-inch square of white construc-
tien paper. Cut out the illustration.

4. Pull the narrow strip in the center of the cpened card forward and crease it
in the opposite direction from the fold. Glue the cutout to the lower haif of
the strip; then lllustrate the inside of the card as desired.

5. Close the card, making sure the strip stays inside.

6. Fold in half a 7" x 10" piece of red construction paper and round the cor-

ners at the end opposite the foid.

Partially unfotd the red paper and slide the fcided card inside. Giue the red

paper to the white paper.

8. To complete the project, colar the outer rim of the card graen and draw
several watermelon seeds.
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A reading of Chestnut Cove is the perfect springboard for a discus-
sion about cfassroom cooperation. Ask students how they can foster co- 1
operation in the classroom. Suggestions might include listening to
everyone's ideas, taking turns, and sharing materials. Record the stu-
dents’ responses on a large watermelon cutout. When the cutout is filled
with students' ideas, display it and the title “[teacher's name]'s Cove—A g
Classroom Of Cooperation” on a classroom wall. :
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After hearing this story, there’s littie doubt that your youngsters wiil
want to grow their own watermetons. Although watermelon seeds will
not produce melons when grown indoors, they will yieid attractive vines. =
Have each chitd label a clear plastic cup with his name, partially fill the

cup with potting scil, and piant a watermelon seed in the scil. Next have §
gach child water his seed and place his cup in a window or anocther %

sunny location. Discuss the feelings of anticipation that Jesse experi-
enced in the story and invite students to talk about times when they

have had simifar feelings. Then, during the feliowing weeks, have sty
dents water their seeds and measure the growth of their watermelon
vines. If desired have students record their measurements, observa-
tions, and feelings of anticipation in watermelon-shaped journals.
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