Anticipatory Set:

Play "Would you rather", asking a series of "silly" questions to help students practice making decisions.

Purpose/Objective:
To teach higher order critical thinking skills

To practice decision making and to help in making decisions that are not influenced by friends.

Instructional Input
1)show picture of chocolate and have students do a 3 minute quick write on the picture.  Turn to your neighbour and share what you wrote.

3)Go over "Rules of Engagement" for Philosophical Chairs
Rules of Engagement


1)Read the material for the debate and the opening statement carefully; be sure 

you understand it


2) Listen to the person who is speaking


3)Understand the person’s point of view


4)Contribute your own thoughts, offering your reasons as succinctly as possible


5) Respond to statements only, not to the personality of the person giving it


6)Change your mind about the statement as new information or reasoning is 







presented


7)Move to the opposite side or to the undecided chairs as your thinking grows 



and changes


8) Support the Mediator in maintaining order and helping the discussion to 


progress


9) Reflect on the experience via the closing activity or assignment
2)Place quote on the board and give students a few minutes to consider what the would decide "Chocolate is the food of the gods".  Students stand up and choose a side, they either agree or disagree with the statement.

Modeling
1)Model how to restate what the pervious person has said and thank them, then share your point of view

2)Talk about how to do a self evaluation

Checking for Understanding
1)written self evaluation
Please respond candidly and specifically to the following questions:

1. What was the most frustrating portion of the exercise?

2. What was the most successful portion of the exercise?

3. What was said that caused you to change your seat, or what was said that caused you not to change your seat?

4. What conclusions can you draw about how you form your beliefs?

5. What conclusion can you draw about the nature of forming beliefs as it might relate to this activity?

2)Group evaluation

