Exploration 5B: Planning a camp
for people displaced by war

In Exploration 5B, students plan a camp for people Students take on the role of humanitarian workers,
who have been displaced by war. This activity enables estimating needs, allotting tasks and making plans for
them to grasp the scale of the effort required to restore  getting supplies.

ordinary supports of life in such circumstances.

OBJECTIVES

« to think about the circumstances in which people forced to leave their homes might find themselves

« to learn about some of the aspects of assistance and protection that people need when armed conflict
forces them to flee their homes

« to be aware of the scale of the effort required to meet human needs arising from displacement caused
by armed conflict

4 STUDENT
Bl RESOURCES
5B.1 Photo collage 5B (see separate sheet)
5B.2 Planning a camp - a report
5B.3 Information and instructions for camp planners
5B.4 Worksheet: Planning report

PREPARATION

Plan how to use “Information and instructions for camp planners”and the “Planning report” worksheet
with small groups.

In the Methodology Guide, review teaching methods 1 (Discussion), 2 (Brainstorming), 6 (Using stories,
photos and videos), 9 (Small groups) and 10 (Gathering stories and news).

TIME

Two 45-minute sessions
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The exploration

1. NEEDS OF PEOPLE FORCED TO FLEE AS A RESULT OF ARMED CONFLICT
(15 minutes)

Ask students to suggest different options for where refugees and other displaced
persons might go.

[For example: establishing a spontaneous settlement, moving in with a host family,
seeking refuge in a camp for displaced persons]

Focus the discussion on people who have sought refuge in a camp for displaced persons.

Possible questions:

> Why do you think people would choose to seek refuge in a camp over
other possibilities?
> Does everyone who flees want to go to a camp?

Have students brainstorm about the particular needs of people who have sought
refuge in a camp.

The following categories may be used to organize students’' responses:

- water collection and drainage;

- food;

- shelter;

+ medical care;

+ energy (including cooking, heating, lighting);
+ hygiene and sanitary facilities;

« family reunification;

-+ security;

+ psycho-social support;

« communication.

Present “Photo collage 5B, and discuss the needs of the people in the photos.

Possible questions:

> What do you think are the needs of the people in these photos?

> Who do you think is/ should be responsible for helping these people?

> What should humanitarian workers take into consideration in meeting the needs in
a camp for displaced persons?

‘Refugees’ are people who
have fled their country for
fear of being persecuted
because of their race,
ethnicity, religion, political
opinion or membership in a
particular social group. This
includes people fleeing an
armed conflict, generalized
violence or massive
violations of human rights.

People who are forced to
leave their homes for similar
reasons but who remain

in their own countries

are known as ‘internally
displaced persons.

- UNHCR

Responses may also be
organized using the
categories of biological,
social, psychological or
spiritual needs.

4 STUDENT
BNl RESOURCES

At the end of 2006,

there were an estimated
9.9 million refugees and
24.5 million war-affected
internally displaced
persons in the world.
Many others had fled
their homes, becoming
migrants, for a range

of reasons including
poverty and lack of local
opportunities.

- UNHCR, 2006

Global Trends
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The exploration

2. PLANNING A CAMP (15 minutes)

Distribute “Planning a camp - a report” to students, and ask them to describe how
planners responded to some of the needs that they identified in step 1 as well as
those described in the handout.

Divide the class into small groups. Instruct half of the groups to list specific ideas
about what is involved in setting up a camp for displaced persons.

[For example: site selection and layout, ensuring access and warehousing, acquiring
building materials and equipment, organizing the main services or responding to
environmental concerns]

Instruct the other half of the groups to list specific ideas about the main services that
should be provided to meet the basic needs of displaced persons in a camp.

[For example: water supply and drainage, shelter, food supply, collection and disposal of refuse
and human waste, medical facilities, lighting and energy, internal security and communication]

4 STUDENT
:%] RESOURCES

3. CALCULATE RESOURCES FOR A CAMP (40 minutes)

Distribute “Information and instructions for camp planners” to the groups, and
ask them to read the information in the box.

Ask each group to develop a plan for meeting a specific category of need of in
this camp (e.g. food, water, shelter). Each group should calculate the quantities of
supplies needed and think about how to obtain and distribute them to people in
the camp, taking into account the stipulations of six months and 10,000 people.
Distribute the worksheet “Planning report” for students to record their ideas.

After about ten minutes, have each group present its plan for class discussion.
The presentations should include:

+ the category of need addressed;

+ the quantity of supplies and services needed;

- aplan for acquiring supplies/services;

- aplan for distributing the supplies/services fairly and efficiently;

- specific plans for meeting the needs of the most vulnerable groups (e.g.
unaccompanied children, women and girls, pregnant and nursing mothers, disabled
persons, the elderly, etc.) and for identifying the skills, strengths and resources of the
displaced community that might be of help in meeting their needs.

Broaden the discussion to cover the scale of the effort and the resources needed to
establish camps of a much larger size. Have students give examples of such camps
from around the world.

Possible question:

> How would your plan need to be changed if the camp had to meet the needs of
300,000 people?

4 STUDENT
k] RESOURCES

4 STUDENT
% RESOURCES

We ran away with babies
on our shoulders and
children on our arms and
the elderly stumbling
behind us. Over the fields,
through the bush, on into
the swamp. We all feared
for our lives. The soldiers
had already been to the
neighbouring villages and
simply abducted women
who never reappeared.

- a 60-year-old displaced
woman, Nigeria
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The exploration

4.HOW TO PROTECT HUMAN DIGNITY AND ENSURE IDENTITY (10 minutes)
Discuss the needs other than biological that humanitarian workers must consider
while helping displaced persons to recover, to assume responsibility for themselves
and to preserve their human dignity.

Possible questions:

> What social, psychological and spiritual needs must be addressed?
[For example: education, information, recreation, religious and cultural practices]

> If you found yourself living in a camp, what could you do to continue feeling like
the same person you were before?

> Why do you think nearly 80% of all displaced persons are women and children?

> What risks might women, children and the elderly face in a camp for displaced persons?

> How can these risks be avoided?

> In what ways might living in a camp undermine people’s human dignity, confidence

For refugee and displaced
children, boredom and
absence of education (..) is
adangerous combination.
It produces unstructured
days where traumatizing
memories linger, fears thrive,
and violence is always
possible. (...) Girls may be
threatened with rape and
boys with recruitment into
gangs. Adolescents may get
pregnant at a very early age.
The lives of children, in short,

start to fall apart very quickly...

- Marc Sommers,

and ability to look after themselves? How can these elements be overcome? Emergency Education
for Children
5. CLOSE - NEEDS AFTER LEAVING THE CAMP (10 minutes)
It was hot at the border.

Give students a few minutes to write down what they think people will need after
they leave the camp.

Divide them into four groups, and have each group focus on one of the following
categories of people in the camp:

« children under five;
+ young people;

+ adults;

« the elderly.

Then discuss the needs they mention and the reasons they give.

Possible questions:

> What differences are there in the needs of children and the needs of adults?

> Who might need particular attention? Why?
[For example: those who have experienced physical or psychological trauma may need
long-term counselling and medical services, those separated from family members will
need help to find them]

> What do you think ordinary individuals can do for refugees and other displaced
persons?
[For example: help refugees and other displaced people who come into their
community to feel welcome, help them to find jobs, contribute to the funding of
humanitarian organizations, let their politicians know that they want their country to
help refugees and other displaced persons]

I could feel the burning
rocks through the soles
of my sandals. But the
children that | watched
leave were barefooted.
They'd been walking for
three days, climbing our
Afghan mountains. They
were just small kids. They
reminded me of chicks.
They looked dazed.

- aresistance fighter

The disintegration of families
in times of war leaves
women and girls especially
vulnerable to violence.
Nearly 80% of the (...) people
uprooted by wars today are
women and children. When
fathers, husbands, brothers
and sons are drawn away to
fight, they leave women, the
very young and the elderly
to fend for themselves. (...)
Refugee families cite rape

or the fear of rape as a key
factor in their decisions to
seek refuge.

- UNICEF, The State of the
World’s Children 1996
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The exploration

&E KEY IDEAS

+ Responding to the needs of people uprooted as a result of armed conflict
requires a great deal of planning and effort and ample resources.

+ In addition to their immediate biological needs, the social, psychological and
spiritual needs of displaced persons must also be addressed to enable them to
regain their human dignity and independence as quickly as possible.

+ Assistance should be provided in a manner that aims to minimise any
unintended harm it may cause.

In 2006, 734,000 refugees
voluntarily returned to
their homes, some 30,000
were resettled in another
country and a small
number integrated into the
local community to which
they had originally fled.

- UNHCR, 2006 Global
Trends
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Extension activities

HELPING CLOSE TO HOME

If you have located a community of refugees or other displaced persons, find out
what some of their needs are (e.g. food, clothing, trauma counselling, language
tutoring, reading). Organize an effort by your class to meet some of those needs.
What are the beneficial aspects of your assistance? What might be some of the
negative implications?

COOPERATION AMONG HUMANITARIAN ORGANIZATIONS

Over the years there has been increasing acceptance of the interrelation between
emergency and development activities, leading to a broader approach towards
humanitarian assistance. Do research on the work of humanitarian organizations -
where they are working, what they are doing, how they coordinate their work with
other organizations. Possible avenues of research include:

« writing to humanitarian organizations for information;
« using the Internet;

+ making use of library resources;

« examining news media reports and magazine articles.

MAIN ORGANIZATIONS INVOLVED

United Nations:
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(http://www.unhcr.org)

United Nations World Food Programme
(http://www.wfp.org)

United Nations Development Programme
(http://www.undp.org)

United Nations Children’s Fund
(http://www.unicef.org)

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
(http://ochaonline.un.org)

International Organization for Migration
(http://www.iom.int)

International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement:
International Committee of the Red Cross
(http://www.icrc.org)

International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies
(http://www.ifrc.org)

International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement
(http://www.redcross.int)

To carry out its operations in
2006, the ICRC operated 3,500
trucks and other vehicles, two
vessels, 300 warehouses and
over 15 aircraft.

- ICRC, Annual Report
2006
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Extension activities

International non-governmental organizations:
Care
(http://www.care.org)

Danish Refugee Council
(http://www.drc.dk)

Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontiéres
(http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org)

Handicap International
(http://www.handicap-international.org)

International Rescue Committee
(http://www.theirc.org)

Norwegian Refugee Council
(http://www.nrc.no)

Oxfam
(http://www.oxfam.org)

Save the Children
(http://www.savethechildren.com)

World Concern
(http://www.worldconcern.org)

World Vision
(http://www.worldvision.org)

Human rights and advocacy organizations:
Amnesty International
(http://www.amnesty.org)

Human Rights Watch
(http://www.hrw.org)

Refugees International
(http://www.refugeesinternational.org)

Lawyers’ Committee for Human Rights
(http://www.yucom.org.yu/EnglishVersion/LawyersCommittee.asp)
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